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impact on the local urban agenda? 
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Introduction 

 Multi-level governance 

 - Vertical dimension: multi-level 

 - Horizontal dimension: multi-actor (= governance)  

 



The evolution of EU policy initiatives and legislation 

http://epdb.eu/eulegislation/  

http://epdb.eu/eulegislation/


Direct impact of EU legislation: examples from the past 

 

• Water framework directive (Kaderrichtlijn water) 

  

• Services directive (Dienstenrichtlijn) 

  

 

 

 



How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

• The Commission’s Work Programme for 2011 

• Rapportering aan de Vlaamse regering / Dossierfiches EU-voorzitterschap 

• Screening policy documents Flemish Government  

• Vleva 

• Eurocities / Antwerp, Ghent, Kortrijk 

• Council of European Municipalities and Cities / VVSG 

 

  

 



How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/index_en.htm   

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/index_en.htm


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/docs/forward_programming_2011.pdf     

http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/programmes/docs/forward_programming_2011.pdf


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/index_nl.htm  

http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/index_nl.htm


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/RECH_menu.do?ihmlang=en  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/RECH_menu.do?ihmlang=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/RECH_menu.do?ihmlang=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/RECH_menu.do?ihmlang=en


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

http://iv.vlaanderen.be/nlapps/docs/default.asp?fid=467  

http://iv.vlaanderen.be/nlapps/docs/default.asp?fid=467


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 



How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

http://www.kenniscentrumvlaamsesteden.be/kennisbank/Pages/default.aspx  

http://www.kenniscentrumvlaamsesteden.be/kennisbank/Pages/default.aspx


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

http://www.vleva.eu/nieuws/topnieuws-van-de-europese-commissie-van-20-mei-tot-23-juni-2011  
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How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

 

• In order not to loose oneself in the paperwork it’s useful to build upon the 
expertise of others:  

 - Flemish representation to the EU 

 - Vleva 

 - VVSG 

 - other cities and networkorganisations 

• In order not to loose onself in the EU-jargon it’s useful to have a glossary: 
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=20220  

 

 

http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=20220
http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/core/page.do?pageId=20220


How to find out about and assess new European 
policy initiatives and legislation? 

 

 

 

 
• Not a complete and definitive document 

• What with consultations, the updated Commission’s Work Programme, 
initiatives that are already operational? 

• All adaptations, corrections and suggestions from the cities-side are very 
welcome and necessary 

 

 

 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Innovation 

- Common Strategic Framework for Research and Innovation Funding (FP8, 
European Institution of technology, CIP) 

- Eco-innovation Action Plan 

- Innovation partnerships (e.g. pilotproject: active and health ageing, more 
information: June) 

- Research Joint Programming Initiative ‘Urban Europe’                                
(4th quarter of the year) 

 

 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Energy 

- Energy-strategy 2011-2020 

- Directive on energy efficiency and savings (22nd of June) 

- Report on the implementation of energy performance of buildings 
directive 

- Smart Cities-initiative 

 

 

 

 

 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Environment  

- Water efficiency of buildings 

- Green infrastructure 

- Proposal for a regulation relating to the permissible sound level 

- Review of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Transport 

- White Paper (e.g. access restriction schemes in cities) 

- Actionplan urban mobility  

- Strategic Transport Technology Plan 

- Communication on Clean Transport Systems 

 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Budget 

- Multi-annual financial framework 

- Financial engineering 

- ESER-saldo 

 

 



An overview of important EU policy developments 
influencing future urban politics? 

 

• Procurement (aanbesteden) 

- modernisation of EU public procurement legislative framework 

• State Aid  

- framework for State aid in the form of public service compensation 

- consultation in June 

- it’s important to come to an agreement with the regional/national 
authorities on the proporitionality, services that are taken into account, etc. 



Final remarks 

 

• Screening of EU policy and legislation is an ongoing task 

• Be aware of the vertical and horizontal dimension of EU policy impact  

• It’s a matter of choosing some priorities instead of trying to cover it all 

 



Thank you for your attention 

 

 

www.kenniscentrumvlaamsesteden.be 


